Safe Dates for Maryland and District of Columbia Breeding Birds

This chart is a visual version of the list of safe dates for Maryland and District of Columbia breeding birds found in the Atlas Handbook.  Between the given dates, all spring migrants should have departed our area and fall migrants should not yet have arrived.  The chart is arranged from the earliest breeders to the latest.  A list in phylogenetic order can be found in the Atlas Handbook, a PDF version of which is on the Atlas website.  The safe date list and the chart are particularly designed to determine when singing birds or single observations are valid.

Not all species listed have been confirmed as breeding in the state and District during the 83-87 Atlas, but all have bred or shown signs of holding a breeding territory in Maryland or D.C. within the last 100 years.

Many species will begin nesting before migration is complete.  If you obtain definite evidence of nesting prior to the safe date, please note the date when submitting data.  

If breeding species are observed which are not on this list or bear an *, please immediately advise your county coordinator or State Coordinator Walter Ellison (23460 Clarissa Rd, Chestertown, MD 21620; 410-778-9568; rossgull@crosslink.net).
	Month
Week  
	Jan
1234
	Feb
1234
	Mar
1234
	Apr
1234
	May
1234
	Jun
1234
	Jul
1234
	Aug
1234
	Sep
1234
	Oct
1234
	Nov
1234
	Dec
1234

	Rock Dove
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Great Horned Owl
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Barred Owl
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	House Sparrow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Carolina Chickadee
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tufted Titmouse
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Carolina Wren
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Red-bellied Woodpecker
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Downy Woodpecker
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hairy Woodpecker
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Red-cockaded Woodpecker   *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pileated Woodpecker
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northern Cardinal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brown-headed Nuthatch
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ruffed Grouse
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Eastern Screech-Owl
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Common Raven
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northern Mockingbird
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	European Starling
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Belted Kingfisher
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Horned Lark
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bald Eagle
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northern Goshawk  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ring-necked Pheasant
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wild Turkey
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northern Bobwhite
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	American Woodcock
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mourning Dove
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Barn Owl
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Common Grackle
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Boat-tailed Grackle
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wood Duck
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Killdeer
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Month
Week  
	Jan
1234
	Feb
1234
	Mar
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	Apr
1234
	May
1234
	Jun
1234
	Jul
1234
	Aug
1234
	Sep
1234
	Oct
1234
	Nov
1234
	Dec
1234

	American Crow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Swainson’s Warbler  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pine Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Eastern Meadowlark
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Green Heron
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Black Vulture
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mute Swan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Black Rail
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clapper Rail
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	King Rail
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Long-eared Owl  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Short-eared Owl  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chuck-will’s-widow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Eastern Phoebe
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Black-capped Chickadee
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Eastern Bluebird
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	American Robin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yellow-throated Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Louisiana Waterthrush
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chipping Sparrow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clay-colored Sparrow  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Field Sparrow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Song Sparrow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Red-winged Blackbird
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brown-headed Cowbird
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	House Finch
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northern Saw-whet Owl
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Black-crowned Night-Heron
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Canada Goose
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Red-shouldered Hawk
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Red-tailed Hawk
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Whip-poor-will
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northern Flicker
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Loggerhead Shrike  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fish Crow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	White-breasted Nuthatch
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bewick’s Wren  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prothonotary Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Great Blue Heron
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Turkey Vulture
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mallard
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	American Kestrel
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wilson’s Plover  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Piping Plover
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	American Oystercatcher
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Black-necked Stilt
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gull-billed Tern
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Forster’s Tern
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chimney Swift
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ruby-throated Hummingbird
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brown Creeper
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
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	May
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1234
	Jul
1234
	Aug
1234
	Sep
1234
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1234
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1234
	Dec
1234

	Brown Thrasher
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Black-and-white Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Vesper Sparrow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Henslow’s Sparrow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pied-billed Grebe
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	American Bittern  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Least Bittern
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Great Egret
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Snowy Egret
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Little Blue Heron
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tricolored Heron
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cattle Egret
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Glossy Ibis
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gadwall
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	American Black Duck
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ring-necked Duck  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hooded Merganser  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northern Harrier
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cooper’s Hawk
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Peregrine Falcon
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Virginia Rail
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Common Moorhen
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	House Wren
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Winter Wren
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Golden-crowned Kinglet
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Worm-eating Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ovenbird
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Eastern Towhee
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Royal Tern
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sandwich Tern  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Roseate Tern  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Least Tern
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Black Skimmer
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Red-headed Woodpecker
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Acadian Flycatcher
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Great Crested Flycatcher
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Eastern Kingbird
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	White-eyed Vireo
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yellow-throated Vireo
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tree Swallow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northern Rough-winged Swallow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Barn Swallow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Marsh Wren
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hermit Thrush
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wood Thrush
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gray Catbird
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blue-winged Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Golden-winged Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nashville Warbler  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Prairie Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cerulean Warbler
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1234
	Jul
1234
	Aug
1234
	Sep
1234
	Oct
1234
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1234
	Dec
1234

	Kentucky Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Common Yellowthroat
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hooded Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yellow-breasted Chat
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Scarlet Tanager
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grasshopper Sparrow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blue Grosbeak
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Indigo Bunting
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Brown Pelican
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Green-winged Teal  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northern Shoveler  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Osprey
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sharp-shinned Hawk
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sora  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Eastern Wood-Pewee
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blue-headed Vireo
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Red-eyed Vireo
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purple Martin
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank Swallow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cliff Swallow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Red-breasted Nuthatch  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northern Parula
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yellow Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chestnut-sided Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yellow-rumped Warbler  * 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bachman’s Sparrow  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lark Sparrow  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seaside Sparrow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Swamp Sparrow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dark-eyed Junco
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dickcissel
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Orchard Oriole
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Baltimore Oriole
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purple Finch
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blue-winged Teal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Laughing Gull
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Herring Gull
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Great Black-backed Gull
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Common Tern
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Common Nighthawk
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Least Flycatcher
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Black-throated Blue Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Northern Waterthrush
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Summer Tanager
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Savannah Sparrow
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Double-crested Cormorant
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ruddy Duck  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	American Coot
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Willet
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spotted Sandpiper
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Month
Week  
	Jan
1234
	Feb
1234
	Mar
1234
	Apr
1234
	May
1234
	Jun
1234
	Jul
1234
	Aug
1234
	Sep
1234
	Oct
1234
	Nov
1234
	Dec
1234

	Alder Flycatcher
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Willow Flycatcher
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Swainson’s Thrush  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Warbling Vireo
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blue Jay
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sedge Wren  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Veery
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Magnolia Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Black-throated Green Warbler 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blackburnian Warbler 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	American Redstart
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Canada Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	White-throated Sparrow  * 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Broad-winged Hawk
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yellow-billed Cuckoo
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Olive-sided Flycatcher  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cedar Waxwing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mourning Warbler
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rose-breasted Grosbeak
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bobolink
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pine Siskin  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	American Goldfinch
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purple Gallinule  *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Black-billed Cuckoo
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Safe breeding dates are from the current Atlas Handbook. Confirmation information is taken from Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Maryland and the District of Columbia. This list was originally conceptualized and produced by Robert and Joanne Solem, with revisions by Lyn Davidson and Walter Ellison.
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