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New Recommendations
Maryland League of Conservation Voters (www.mdlcv.org): MLCV serves as the political voice of the state's environmental community by advocating for sound conservation policies, promoting environmentally responsible candidates, and holding elected officials accountable through scorecards and reports.  They are currently handling such issues as mercury pollution, endangered native oysters, air pollution, and the Inter County Connector.  They have a very proactive program.

Partners for Open Space (www.partnersforopenspace.org): Partners for Open Space is a statewide coalition of groups seeking to secure, save and protect Maryland's land conservation programs.  The coalition is comprised of 120+ member groups, such as Nature Conservancy, Chesapeake Bay Foundation and others.  By helping promote public outcry, funds were restored to Maryland's Program Open Space, and legislation passed making the sale of public lands more transparent.  They continue to work on this agenda.

BirdPac (www.birdpac.org): This is a fairly new organization founded by two individuals who previously worked in the National Audubon Society's public policy office.  Their goal is to start a program focused on electing the right lawmakers who determine environmental policy. They are non-partisan.  Recently they have been involved with the New Jersey and Virginia Governor races and are looking at candidates' birding qualifications in House and Senate races in several states--including Maryland--that could have a big impact on our birds and their habitats. Still new and some of the website is not functioning, but the concept is good.

National Resources Defense Council (www.nrdc.org): NRDC is an environmental action organization that supports online activists in protecting the planet’s wildlife and wild places.  The website provides information on current environmental issues, as well as tools and sample text to assist you in sending email or fax messages to designated parties involved with decision-making regarding the issue.  Current issues include the “Exxpose Exxon” campaign, telling the Navy to stop harming whales with high-intensity sonar, and encouraging Kimberly-Clark to manufacture toilet paper using recycled fiber. The website is easy to use.

Old Favorites
Action Network Hub (http://actionnetwork.org):  ANHub is a broad-based gateway to online activism centers for leading environment, health and population advocacy organizations.

American Bird Conservancy—Web Action Link (www.saveourbirds.org): ABC's mission is to conserve wild birds and their habitats throughout the Americas.  Their Web Action Link currently focuses on saving the Red Knot and other shorebirds from the effects of horseshoe crab over harvesting.

Care2 Environmental Network (www.care2.com): Care2 partnered with nonprofit organizations and eco-friendly companies to offer products and services with a "green twist."  Using their search engine, Care2 provides eco-info (and info on other topics) from many nonprofit organizations. Care2 links back into BirdPac.
Environmental Activism Issues Hub (http://environment.about.com/od/activism): People visit About.com for many things, including home repair, decorating ideas as well as a significant section on environmental issues—avian and otherwise. About.com provides content relevant to your interests on any of these topics. If interested in a fuel-efficient car, this is a good place to start.

Scorecard (www.scorecard.org): Scorecard is an information service provided by Environmental Defense as a resource for information about pollution problems and toxic chemicals in various regions of the U.S. For example, Baltimore City is listed in the top 10% of cities with the worst toxic chemical releases. Baltimore County is in the top 20%.  Scorecard provides assistance in taking action.   
For additional information, call Joan Cwi at 410-467-5352 or email Bryce Butler at capitano.bryce@verizon.net.
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