Guidelines For Reporting Rare Sightings

If you observe a species that requires written details, please provide as much of the following information as possible.  Please use the reverse side of this form if additional space is needed.  Use one form for each rarity sighted.

1. Description of Size relative to other bird species nearby; length and thickness of bill; length of legs.

2. Shape of head, feet and bill;  wingtips (rounded vs pointed)

3. Color of bill, legs, eyes and plumage.

4. For plumage, note location of color changes and markings.  Are there eye rings, eye stripes, colored wingtips, or tail bands?  Look for spotting or streaking on throat, breast and belly.  Are the primaries the same color as the coverts?  Are the wings a different color underneath and are there wing or shoulder patches?  Note the color on the rump and nape, look for cheek patches, spectacles across the eyes, streaked vs solid color on the crown, color around cere/lore/bill, throat, breast, and belly.  Do the feathers shine (iridescent vs dull)?

5. How many individuals of this species were present?  Was it feeding/traveling with other species?  If so, which ones?

6. Can you tell the age or gender of the bird by plumage?

7. Any metal bands, or color-marked bands and tags present on the legs or wings?

8. Where was the bird observed?  Please be very specific.  If you are not familiar with place and street names in the area, locate the area on the map you were using.

9. What was the bird doing (behavior)?  How long were you able to observe this species?

10. Weather conditions:  wind speed and direction, percent cloud cover.  If precipitation, was it rain or snow, misty, light, heavy, downpour, or storming?

11.   What equipment and references were used to observe and identify this species?  Have you seen this species prior to this observation?  How would you rate your birding skills and experience- beginner, novice, armchair birder, recreational birder, avid birder, birder by profession, or “I Live, Breath and Sleep Birding”?

12.  Please list the names and addresses of all present during the observation.  How would you/they rank their birding skills?

